2020-2021 Semester 2 Online Course Descriptions
Monday/Wednesday Middle School & High School Classes
MS Life Science
Using the FOSS curriculum, students will complete scientific investigations on Heredity and Adaptation, Diversity of Life, and
Populations and Ecosystems. The student will be using Google Classroom to receive and turn in assignments. The student should be
prepared to attend periodic labs onsite or pick up supplies to complete labs at home. Students should expect to complete an
assignment daily and will need a school issued email address, an internet enabled device, and an internet connection at home.
MS Physical Science
We will meet online each class period for activities, review of complicated concepts, and tests. We will meet two times per week at
our scheduled class period in hopes that we will be able to resume normal school structure in semester 2. Students are expected to
meet online for class via video, read textbooks and answer chapter questions, complete online activities. In addition, students will
create at least one research project and presentation each semester. Regular online attendance, reliable internet, and the ability to
work at home using a textbook and online classroom is what is needed to succeed in this class!
MS Writing Performance Task (FREE)
Two benefits of taking this class and completing all assignments on the schedule will be an opportunity to give and receive peer
feedback on your writing and to practice the kind of writing that is required of you at the end of the year when you take
state-mandated CAASPP Tests. In addition, we will interact online in fun ways and play games just to keep us smiling, laughing, and
having fun. Each essay assignment begins by reading 2-4 literary or nonfiction passages. You will take typed and sketch notes on
reading and use prewriting strategies such as creating outlines and the use of graphic organizers to plan each essay. Each day you
will add just a bit to your work until it is complete. The writing process will be used all along the way including revising, editing, and
self-evaluation using a rubric. In addition, you will practice different writing genres such as persuasive, informative, and narrative.
SIgn up for this class with the agreement to complete three hours or more of homework at home and the understanding that you
will need to have a computer and internet connection.
8th Grade US Constitution
This course focuses on the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution. Using an online textbook (E Pluribus Unum) as our
basis, we will discuss the fundamental ideas of our “founding fathers”, how the Bill of Rights came to be, the separation of church
and state, and other key issues regarding our nation’s foundational period. Other topics will include early economic
development/slavery, the Reconstruction era, federal Indian policy, and the sometimes understated role of women and minorities
in our nation’s development. A physical copy of the text is an option if preferred.We will continue on from where semester one class
ended, new students (grades 6-8) are more than welcome to join!
CTE Wood Technology 1 (High School students only)
The purpose of the Trades Academy is to enhance student learning and to offer exposure to the many career opportunities that are
available in the trades industries. Humboldt County has an abundance of jobs available for those who are interested in working in
these exciting and rewarding professions. The Trades Academy will be collaborating with the school site and industry professionals
to support students involved in the program. Students that are involved in the Trades Academy will learn about the variety of
careers available and gain access to industry leaders and potential employers. Trades Academy students will hear from guest
speakers, take part in hands-on learning, go on fieldtrips (virtual, maybe some in person if social distancing is maintained) and gain
opportunities to earn certifications.

Monday Afternoon Classes
Groups A & B Science
This class will be learning about science by using Mystery Science to watch videos and complete activities related to the topics
studied. This semester students will be learning about Earth Science.
Group C+MS Reader’s Theater
Students will build oral reading skills with a focus on vocal expression and articulation. Students will work with their classmates to
expressively read poetry and reader’s theater scripts.

MS Music Appreciation
What is Music? Beethoven once said that it is “A higher revelation than all of Wisdom and Philosophy” and Louis Armstrong said that
“all music is folk music. I ain’t never heard a horse sing a song.” Whatever it is, I believe music is an important part of the human
experience. This class will survey music from early times up through Jazz and the Modern Era. Students will learn basic musical
terminology to allow them to describe and understand music more thoroughly. Both Western “Classical” music and “World” music
will be discussed in an attempt to expand our notion of what music is. Students will be familiarized with the instruments of the
Orchestra as well as non-Western instruments. We will also explore how music affects a culture and how cultures and worldviews
affect music. Classes will involve looking at the historical context of musical pieces and actively listening to them.

Wednesday Afternoon Classes
Parent Workshop (FREE)
I will post a weekly class buletin that will include ideas, information, and activities for creative ways to teach reading, writing and
math in the home. At the end of each learning period, we will do an online class meeting during the time listed above, where
students and parents can share their work, ask questions, and engage in learning activities. Learning periods 1, 3 and 5 will focus on
reading and writing skills. Learning periods 2, 4 and 6 will focus on math skills. I will also be available to parents for guidance and
support, via phone or email.
Group A Listening & Responding to Children’s Literature
Students will listen to a weekly story and engage in listening comprehension discussions and journal activities. Students will be
exposed to a wide variety of quality children’s literature.
Group C + MS Digital Art at Home
Students will be assigned weekly digital art assignments to be done at home. The course will cover photo editing, illustration,
animation and graphic design. Access to a PC with a keyboard is required for weekly online meetings. Some experience with
computers is recommended.
Gaming Club (FREE)
For grades 9-12
This is a club all about gaming! The first 15 minutes of each meeting is dedicated to club business like fundraising and planning
tournaments and then the rest of the time is dedicated to gaming.

Tuesday/Thursday High School Classes
(Y= year long course)
See Mon./Wed. descriptions for CTE Wood Technology for High School students!
Free Gaming Club for High School students! See Wednesday descriptions above.
Algebra 1 Basics (Y)
This is an algebra course recommended for high school students who are not on the 4-year college track. It covers much the same
content as Algebra 1 but with shorter units and homework problems that do not go much beyond the basic algebra skill level.
a-g Integrated Math 1 (Y)
This course follows Math 1 standards using the CPM Integrated I text. During the first semester students will meet virtually twice
each week during the regularly scheduled class time for lecture and group activities. Students will use an online platform to access
course materials and links to helpful videos, submit homework from the text, and complete tests.
a-g Financial Literacy
Students will explore units in banking, saving, investing, borrowing, insurance, and credit among others. Students must be prepared
to check email daily and complete homework assignments online. Students can receive college credit, please ask your CT for more
information.
a-g Biology (Y)
We will be using the online Inspire Science Biology program. It's a virtual learning platform designed with everything a student needs
to achieve a-g Biology levels; including virtual labs, to allow students to stay on track for community college/CSU/UC. This dynamic
online course will be run by me, through which I can personally assign work to the entire class or an individual student who may
need additional support.
a-g Integrated Math 3 (Y)
This course follows Math 3 standards using the CPM Integrated III text. During the first semester students will meet virtually twice
each week during the regularly scheduled class time for lecture and group activities. Students will use an online platform to access
course materials and links to helpful videos, submit homework from the text, and complete tests.

a-g Spanish 1 (Y)
This college-prep course is an introduction to the Spanish language and Spanish-speaking cultures. Students will learn Spanish
vocabulary and grammar through imitation and repetition in speech and in writing using online activities and in class. Students are
expected to participate in class activities and show a willingness to practice Spanish on their own. Students are expected to complete
oral, listening, and written practices independently. This course will be virtual, which means students will need to attend class via
video (such as Zoom or Google Meet) and attend periodically scheduled 1-1 video calls with Señora Erica. The school provides a
textbook, chromebook, and headset with mic.
a-g Environmental Science (Y)
This year-long science class can count as life or physical science, and will cover all of the concepts expected of high school students
planning to attend a four-year college. We will meet online each class period for activities, review of complicated concepts, and
tests. We will meet two times per week at our scheduled class period in hopes that we will be able to resume normal school
structure in semester 2. Students are expected to meet online for class via video, read textbooks and answer chapter questions,
complete online and at home activities including engineering projects (supplies may sometimes be provided) and written reports,
and give 2-4 presentations each semester. Regular online attendance, reliable internet, and the ability to work at home using a
textbook and online classroom is what is needed to succeed in this class!
a-g Integrated Math 2 (Y)
This course follows Math 2 standards using the CPM Integrated II text. During the first semester students will meet virtually twice
each week during the regularly scheduled class time for lecture and group activities. Students will use an online platform to access
course materials and links to helpful videos, submit homework from the text, and complete tests.
a-g Spanish 2 (Y)
This college-prep course is continuation and expansion of the students’ vocabulary, grammar, and understanding of
Spanish-speaking cultures learned in Spanish 1. Classroom time will be focusing on speaking and listening, utilizing new and old
vocabulary, through activities, games, presentations, and projects. Students are expected to complete oral, listening, and written
practices independently and must have access to the Internet for online work. School provides Textbook, chromebook, and headset
with mic. This course will be virtual, which means students will need to attend class via video (such as Zoom or Google Meet) and
attend periodically scheduled 1-1 video calls with Señora Erica. The school provides a textbook, chromebook, and headset with mic.
a-g Spanish 3 (Y)
This college-prep course is continuation and expansion of the students’ communication skills learned in Spanish 2. This project based
course will involve current events, book talks, conversation tables, writing activities, and games in Spanish. Students will not have a
textbook, but will use Internet resources, short stories, and audio and visual programs in Spanish. Grammar topics and vocabulary
will be pulled from the projects and activities. Students must come to class prepared as the class time interactions revolve around
these projects and activities. The class will provide a chromebook and headset with mic if you need it. You must have reliable
Internet service.
a-g College & Career Readiness
In this class, students will develop important skills which will help them reach their post-secondary education and career goals.
Students work through a process that answers the questions: Who Am I? What Do I Want? How Do I Get It? Students follow up with
research and workshops that will help develop positive attitudes & aptitudes that promote College & Career Readiness and Financial
Literacy. Students may receive college credit, please ask your CT for more information.
US History (Y)
This US History course covers the development of the United States of America from the tumultuous times of the Civil War and
Reconstruction through the modern era. We will address changes in population, the movement of people, economic booms and
busts, and both wartime and peacetime. We will address political trends, the struggles of citizens for respect and equality, and the
ordinary and extraordinary people who make history. Finally, this course will examine the ways in which history is recorded, the
importance of primary documents, how literature deals with historical themes, cause and effect, and other aspects of our unique
American culture (including the media, music, art, film, etc.). Each week students will be expected to complete the assigned reading
and arrive prepared with questions and comments for classroom discussion. We will cover approximately three sections of reading
in the textbook a week. Students will also keep an ongoing Annotated Chronology of their reading in a notebook throughout the
year. The class will also include an end-of-term test at the end of each semester, several researched papers and/or class
presentations, the occasional surprise quiz, and mandatory participation. All of these items will be discussed in class. This course is
designed for grades 10-12.

CR English 1A (Y)
This course offers the Alder Grove students who pass full transfer-level credits (4.0) in college English, which will be awarded to
them once they enroll in CR and take/pass classes there for at least ONE semester. The course is thus designed for
college-bound/college ready students in the 11th and 12th grades, and will extend over the entire school year. It is recommended
that students who are interested should be writing and reading at or above grade level. English 1A is a transfer-level course in critical
reading and reasoned writing. Students analyze issues and claims presented in visual, oral, or written arguments and write analytical
and argumentative essays based on those issues. Research and source-based writing, along with the employment of correct MLA
documentation, is required. In addition, students will take in-class exams, write an extended research project, and present an
end-of-term portfolio that showcases their best writing over the academic year. Students are required to have familiarity and facility
with computers and the programs Microsoft Word, Google Docs/Slides, or PowerPoint, and a learning management system (Google
Classroom) will be used to assign and submit essays and readings. This exciting course offers much potential for students who are
looking to enter higher education with a cohort of Alder Grove students, and is taught by an instructor who teaches at CR and Alder
Grove.
CTE Web Design & Communication 1st Year (Y)
Careers in Web Design are in growing demand. Students will be designing their own apps while learning about web design careers
and different types of interactive media. Students will use 2D/3D game engines to develop and publish. The course will provide
access to the software programs needed to develop a web project from concept to completion. This is the first course of the CTE
Web Design & Communication track.
CTE Web Design & Communication 2nd Year (Y)
Continued project based exploration of video game art and technology. Students will use 2D/3D game engines to publish their
interactive apps. We will be learning to design products and deliver effective communication tools. The course will provide access to
the software programs but a computer is needed to work at home. This is the second course of the CTE Game Design track, students
are required to have passed GD1A or an approved equivalent.

Friday Classes
Please note appropriate grade levels.
Beginning Piano (grades 4-12)
In this class we will cover beginning, basic piano technique and theory (note and rhythm reading, dynamics), using short pieces of
music as well as written exercises. There will be class meetings on Zoom or Google Meets and options for individual instruction
throughout the week. Students who sign up for this class should have had little to no piano experience.
Building Math Minds (grades 6-8) Please sign up with your CT only.
Building Math Minds is a weekly 55-minute Math Intervention course that will be held virtually for the first semester using Google
Meet and/or Zoom. The class will focus on number sense, fluency, problem solving, and math-confidence. Students will build math
skills through the use of games, puzzles, rich tasks, number talks, and more. They will regularly be assessed to monitor and track
progress.
Intermediate/Advanced Piano (grades 4-12)
In this class we will focus on more advanced levels of piano playing as well as advanced scales and theory. Students will learn all
major and minor scales in both hands as well as chords. Students will play at least 2 intermediate to Advanced piano pieces, one of
my choosing and one of their choosing. We will focus time in class to learn these pieces online, either on Zoom or Google Meets.
Also, there will be options for individual instruction throughout the week. Students signing up for this class should have some
experience in playing piano.
Dance (grades K-4)
In this class students will learn line dances, partner dancing, hip-hop moves, multicultural dances, freestyle and dance steps to
various songs.

Rock Band Skills Development (grades 6-12)
This class focuses on introducing students to playing in the genre of Rock music and increasing their technical skills. Students will
play songs which typify the genre, though we will also explore other types of music. Beginners are welcome, but the ability to use a
tuner and tune an instrument at home,-possibly with parent’s help- is required during these crazy Covid times.. Skills taught are
basic chord progressions, song structure, actively listening while playing and successfully collaborating as a group. Students will
work on individual skills and it is assumed that they will progress weekly on their current goals/assignments..Open to guitar, bass,
vocals, keyboards, drums, and possibly some other instruments. Students will pick a piece/solo/ as their goal and work on it in
addition to jamming with Pre Recorded “group” tracks provided by the instructor. The class will have a Google Classroom, where
resources and discussions will be based. At the beginning of the semester Hilson will offer a session for parents on how to more
effectively teach music at home. Periodic mini-lessons provided to check in on students' progress are a possibility depending upon
how things are going.
Drama Games (grades 2-5)
Students will engage in weekly drama games, activities and skits that can be played and performed over the computer screen.
Flute Skills (grades 4-12)
Students will learn the parts of a flute, proper finger placement, posture, pitch, tone, technique, scales, proper care, how to play
various songs, and how to read sheet music, transcribe sheet music.
Intermediate Guitar (grades 5-12)
This class will review basic technique and correct hand position. Students will learn new chords (including Major, minor, 7ths,
diminished and augmented), barre chords and will improve their ability to independently read tablature and chord charts.
Introduction and improvement of fingerpicking and alternative tunings are also covered. Basic Major scales will be taught, in
addition to using them in a musical context for solos. Focus of the class is on playing songs which utilize and demonstrate the skills
at hand. Students will be asked to pick a song which they will develop throughout the semester. Students will improve ability to play
and have the option of recording a final piece to be put on a group CD/broadcast. Prerequisites: 1) ability to play basic guitar chords
(C, G, D, E minor) in time at a slow tempo 2) basic ability to read chord and Tab diagrams and most importantly 3) willingness to
practice and improve -if you have any questions at all please contact hilson.parker@aldergrovecharter.org
Intermediate/Advanced Choir (grades 4-12)
In this class we will work on advanced vocal technique, harmonization, choral technique, and performance technique. The students
will learn 3-5 songs throughout the semester and will meet on either Zoom or Google Meets with the option for individual
instruction throughout the week.
CTE Health Careers 1 (grades 9-12) (Y)
Students focus on day-to-day skills and expectations for health professionals, which include promoting wellness, maintaining a safe
environment, creating medical records, and practicing good communication, collaboration, and leadership. In addition, students will
expand their understanding of health and safety systems, how to address emergency situations, and deal with infection control
issues. Students will also explore topics in medical science, terminology, procedures, and regulations - including an overview of
physiology and medical measurements. Using real-life scenarios and application-driven activities, students learn the responsibilities
and challenges of being health care professionals and deepen their knowledge of various career options.
Gender & Sexualities Alliance Club (grades 6-12) FREE
Students will join the Google classroom to meet up, socialize and discuss current issues.
Mission Statement: The mission of the Alder Grove Gender and Sexualities Alliance is to provide a free safe, non-judgemental space
for LGBTQI+ students, regardless of how they identify.
Constitution: Respect everyone and the way they identify, use preferred names and pronouns, do not disclose any other person’s
personal information without permission (private conversations stay private), ask before assuming how someone identifies or what
their pronouns are, if someone does not know a term or concept, use the opportunity to educate, not judge. Any questions, please
email Cassie at cassie.moulton@aldergrovecharter.org.
Beginning Drumming/Percussion (grades 5-12)
This class focuses on providing an overview of drumming various percussion techniques. The focus of the class is on techniques to
play snare drum/drum pad creating the ability to successfully transfer those skills to a drum set in the future. It will also cover the
basics of hand drumming, mallet instruments (such as marimba and xylophone) and introduce students to other non-Western
percussion instruments. Arrangements will be made for students to acquire the practice pad and drum stick which will be used to
help success in developing their skills for this class.

Songwriting (grades 6-12)
Make your own songs!! Goals of this class is to increase your understanding of the songwriting process to better appreciate music
and to use for your own purposes. We will look at basic song formats and structures and listen to and discuss examples of great
songwriters. You’ll also increase your understanding of how to use chords and make progressions but no instrumental experience
required. By playing our original songs together you will increase your ability to collaborate with others in a creative group setting.
By recording our songs you will increase your understanding of multi-tracking musical software . No experience necessary! Only
requirement is a willingness to participate and create!
Student Council (grades 6-12) FREE
Student Council meets weekly to plan school events and fundraisers.

