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Hello Alder Grove Families,  

Ah, Spring...as of the time I am writing this, we’ve gotten a healthy quantity of rain and a few sunny days. I hope all of this pre-
cipitation will help quench a thirsty California! I always appreciate the time change and the light lasting until later in the even-
ing…I can even occasionally get in a rare hike after work, when I’m lucky. 

CAASPP Testing: We cannot thank you enough for bringing your students in for testing this month. We realize this isn ’t the 
most fun activity we offer, but it’s essential to the well-being and continuation of our amazing school. The state puts so much 
pressure on us to test ALL of our students and the consequences of not doing so through AB 1505 is the eventual denial of 
charter renewal and the closure of the school. Week two of CAASPP testing will take place from April 8 - April 12. There will be 
NO ON-CAMPUS CLASSES during Week Two of testing. If you were unable to bring your student in during our scheduled testing 
weeks, please make a plan with your CT to bring them the week of April 22nd. State testing sessions will feature enhanced 
store rewards and special Bark Bucks, school-provided meals, and other fun things. Our teachers are distributing very fancy, 
special Bucks for students who showed growth and/or met standard on last year’s test! We appreciate that you care about 
Alder Grove and all of the students we serve! It takes teamwork… 

Governance Council: Are you interested in helping plan the future of the school? We need new members to fill 1 vacancy. 
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am. If you’re interested, please call Jenifer Doane at 707-268-
0854, extension 301. We really appreciate our current GC members: David Turner, Sarah Weltsch, Geri Emberson, and Matt 
Wilton. They continue to make wise decisions while always considering what is best for our students, families, and our school. 
We couldn’t do it without you all… 

Home Tests for Spring Break: We have plenty of home COVID tests for you to use before spring break travel, if you have 
symptoms, before you return to school after spring break, etc. Come and get them in the front office! We appreciate your dili-
gence and for keeping our students and staff safe.  

Science Day: Thank you for attending our first annual Science Day! We hope your students had a fantastic time and that you 
went home with some great ideas for experiments and curriculum. Thank you to Sunshine for enthusiastically organizing the 
event, and to all of our volunteers who worked the stations! 

High School Info and CTE Showcase: Meet our high school instructors and support staff! Learn more about our CTE programs 
in Game Design, Culinary, Building Trades, Horticulture, Animation, Film, and Music Production! Hear from AGCS alumni and 
special guests! Bring your 8th graders and current high school students! Sign up for next year’s classes! Save the date: April 
8th, 4-6 at AGCS. 

We can’t believe how close we are to the end of the school year AND to summer break. We know we can speak for our staff 
and teachers when we say how much we appreciate you choosing Alder Grove Charter School and supporting our shared vision 
of flexible personalized learning and parent choice. 

Have a relaxing spring break! 

Tim Warner, Superintendent/Executive Director 
Stefani Gambrel, Principal/Director of Operations 

~Alder Grove News~ 

April 2024 

 

Alder Grove Charter School Hours of Operation:  
8:30am—4:30pm 

Library Hours: 9am—4pm 

 
New Mission Statement: 

"Our commitment is to deliver personalized learning through strong family, educator, and community  
partnerships that empower students to achieve academic excellence and foster active citizenship."  



PBIS Book of the Month 

Do you sometimes have trouble paying attention in school? Do you lose track of 
time and deadlines? Do you often feel “scattered” or unorganized? You’re not 
alone. All teens need a little extra help staying focused—in school and in life. This is 
especially true if you have attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism 
spectrum disorder, sensory processing disorders, a mood disorder, or have experi-
enced traumatic brain injury. The good news is that there are skills you can learn to 
help you stay on track. 

In this friendly guide, psychologist and ADHD expert Lara Honos-Webb offers six 
powerful “super skills” to help you pay attention, increase productivity, and get 
organized so you can achieve your goals and live your best life. These skills include: 

 Focusing on the positive 

 Goal setting 

 Chunking: breaking big goals down into small manageable chunks 

 Motivational enhancement 

 Emotional regulation: dealing with “big” feelings 

 Managing attention  

Click here for more information: 
https://www.newharbinger.com/9781684035335/six-super-skills-for-executive-functioning/ 

Meal Program / Wellness Policy 

Check out the Alder Grove Meal Program tab on 
our website for links to healthy celebration treats 

and non-food rewards for students, healthy school 
fundraising ideas, and a Smart Snacks calculator 

and list of food and beverages that meet the 
Smart Snack nutrition standards.  

Also, don't forget that Alder Grove serves break-
fast and lunch to all students FREE of charge with 

no application or sign-up required!  

Breakfast is offered:  
Monday — Friday from 8:35am until 8:55am. 

Lunch is offered:  
Monday — Thursday from 12:40pm until 1:05pm,  

and on Friday from 12:00pm until 12:25pm. 

PBIS Announces New Sasquatch Station! 

The PBIS Committee would like to announce the Sasquatch 
Station! This will be the name for the school store in addition 
to the Chromebook borrowing area near the stage, in the 
Learning Lab. We have been working really hard to inventory 
and restock the store. It has come to our attention that many 

students have 100's of BB's since last year. So, we have bought new items 
and raised the prices for these items with the hope that kids will start 
spending their hard earned bucks.  

We have kites, art supplies, book box sets, as well as many TK-2nd items at 
lower costs. There are several food items for kiddos from 1-15 BB's. We'd 
also like to announce that this will be the last year for the green BB's. Yep, 
next year, we will no longer be using the old ones and transferring to a 
new color for the school year. If students have several BB's, we will honor 
them for 1 month into the new school year.  

It is VERY important that all students earn Bucks for the store. This is a fan-
tastic program. Please help us make this reward system work! If you have 
any suggestions of items that your family would be interested in, please let 
us know by submitting a suggestion into the box located in Sasquatch Sta-
tion. 

As soon as CAASP testing begins, there will be "specially marked" items for 
students to purchase with their earned Bucks. These items will be easily 
marked for testers. The prices will match the $ amount (3,5,7,10) that they 
receive for the testing.  

As new items appear in the store, monthly, we will be 
offering a CLEARANCE table for things that need to go 
and haven't sold. The items will usually be listed for 
1BB. When there are clearance items, they will be 
clearly marked off to the side.Any questions, please 
contact Kim or Cassie. 

https://www.newharbinger.com/9781684035335/six-super-skills-for-executive-functioning/










Alder Grove Participates in the Humboldt County Science Fair! 

In March, two Alder Grove students participated in the Humboldt County Science Fair!  

10th grade student Rocky          
Villalpando entered her 
project "Caloric Capers", 
which focused  on the en-
ergy released during 
some chemical reactions.  

This was entered into the         
competitive division, and 
Rocky won 2nd place with 
her project! 
 
 
 
4th grader Aaron Campos 
shared a poster called 
"Race Time," which de-
tailed his findings from an 
investigation on kinetic 
energy. 

 

Congratulations to Rocky Villalpando and Aaron Campos for this recognition!  
We appreciate their scientific work! 





Congratulations to Ethan LoCicero 

Ethan has been a part of The Boy's and Girl's Club since 2021. He has 

participated in Teen Court since December 2021 and 

was voted Chairman of the Leader's Board this school 

year (2023-24). These programs are great because 

they help foster leadership skills, communication 

skills, goal setting and teamwork which is what kids 

need to meet their goals, and challenges of being an adolescent and even into adulthood.   

Community Service Learning Club 

Photos of the club planting Native Species in Sequoia Park, help-

ing with the Eureka City Aftercare at the Zoo, and cleaning up 

Clarke Plaza.  

Botany Field Trip - Sunken Seaweed Farm 

Courtney took her botany class to 

Sunken Seaweed Farm with 

Nichole and Holly. The students 

asked great questions and learned 

lots about seaweed farming. Boy 

was there a chilly wind that day! 

The owner is one of Courtney's 

old stu-

dents from 

when she 

taught at 

Cal Poly 

Humboldt!  

Field Day 2024 

Thanks to all of the volunteers and partici-

pants who helped make our Second Annual 

Field Day a success! The Sun was shining and 

the students were running, jumping, throw-

ing, and stretching. We had a lot of people 

participate and everyone had a great time! 





Community School Corner 

Remember Teacher Appreciation Week is May 6-10.   

If you would like to help make our teachers feel wonderfully appreciated this week, please reach out to Shana Langer, Commu-
nity School Coordinator at shana.langer@aldergrovecharter.org.   

Any help, no matter how small, will be very much appreciated. 

Also, the Parent Café is not going to happen this year, but plans 
are in the works for the future, so keep your eyes peeled! 

mailto:shana.langer@aldergrovecharter.org




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 2024 

8th and 12th grade graduation will be at 
the Eureka Theater on May 23rd. 

TESTING WEEK 2 — NO CLASSES* or LABS 
(check with CT, SPED, or tutors for all other meetings) 

Governance 
Council 

10:30am 

SCHOOL CLOSED — SPRING BREAK 

Schools to 
Symphony 

9:30am 

High School 
End of Year 
Party 7pm 

HS Info Night 
4-6pm 

SAT Testing 
9am 

McKinleyville 
Middle School 

Dance 7pm 

Kotke Ranch 
Restoration 

Day—Bayside 
10am 

Trades Day -
Redwood 

Acres 8:30am 

TESTING WEEK 1 — CLASSES, LABS, &  
MEETINGS ALL HAPPEN AS USUAL 

Track Season 
Opens 



Alder Grove Charter School 

714 F Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 


