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Hello Alder Grove Students and Families,
Ahh...the rain finally arrived. It was even looking dry here on the north coast, which is very unusual. But the rain
was especially good for regions affected by fire and smoke. It’s difficult to know what to say during horrible, unexpected tragedies. Just know that our thoughts go out to everyone in California who continue to be affected by
the recent wildfires.
It is really important for us at Alder Grove to know what we are doing right and what still needs work. One of the
ways we gather this information is through two bi-annual student and parent/family surveys. The results from
each group are reported to the school Leadership Team, the Governance Council, and are included in reports to
larger organizations like WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges) and the CDE (California Department of Education). Internally, we use the information to continue doing what is working, and to modify what isn’t
(when possible). Externally, it shows that we strive to improve our school, and reveals possible areas that still
need improvement. These surveys will be available as links on our website (www.aldergrovecharter.org), and in
paper form in the office. Responses are due by December 31. Thank you for your input!
As a celebration of the upcoming holidays, we will have the annual Alder Grove Holiday Craft Party on Friday,
December 21st from 3-5. This is our only student drop-off event of the year. Students will practice their crafting
skills and will move between teacher-supervised stations making gifts for loved ones. It’s always a good time!
Thank you to those who were able to attend the November 3rd Fall Workshop. We had a good turnout and awesome guest speakers! Stay tuned for another one in the Spring.
Thank you to Randi and Sunshine for organizing these events, and to everyone who pitches in to make them
run smoothly!
A couple of quick notes about on-campus classes: Most AGCS students who come to campus bring work and
are staying busy. Thank you! If your student has breaks between classes, please send work to be completed
during those times. We provide free support like drop in study hall times, math and writing labs, etc. so students
can use their time on campus effectively. In addition, a big thank you to all of the loved ones who take time to
transport students to and from campus so students can make their meetings and classes on time! We know you
are busy and it takes a lot of effort, but it can be embarrassing for students and challenging for teachers to have
late students streaming into both enrichment and core classes.
And finally, from all of us at Alder Grove Charter School, we hope you have a relaxing and joyous holiday season!
Tim Warner, Director
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All School TK-12
ICE SKATING FIELD TRIP
Humboldt Ice Rink
Ferndale Fairgrounds
(new location)
December 6th, Noon-2:00
All students and interested parents are invited to participate in our
annual ice skating field trip on Thursday, December 6th from Noon2:00. We have the rink reserved for up to 80 participants. The cost
of the trip is $5 (cash only, no budget). To sign up for the ice
skating trip, please fill out the liability form for each participating
skater, and pay for each skater at the front school office. Cancellations must be made by Noon on December 5th to not get charged.
Snacks will be available for purchase at the snack bar. If you have
any questions or concerns, feel free to contact Terri Tripp at: 4078196 or by email: terri.tripp@aldergrovecharter.org

It's that time again! Our 8th graders are invited to visit
Humboldt State for a tour around campus and participate in fun activities with current students, professors,
and staff. This experience is designed to introduce 8th
graders to college life.
Friday, December 7 from 9:00am-1:00pm.
Participants will need to complete and return a packet
with permission slip before the event, Please call or
email Jen Burtram at
jen.burtram@aldergrovecharter.org if your student is
interested in attending this fun and educational day!
Jen would love a couple parents and or teachers to join
if you're interested. HSU always does such a great job
with these. We are looking forward to another great
day on the college campus with our students. We will
meet by the fountain in front of the art building
at 9:00am.

Holiday Craft Party

Movie Night
Middle and High School Students will
enjoy the holiday movie,
How the Grinch Stole Christmas
(2000 film)
Where: Alder Grove

December 21st, 3:00-5:00pm
Alder Grove Charter School
For Grades TK—6th
You may drop off your students for an afternoon
of various supervised craft activities!
All classes as usual. Theater ends at 2:30!

When: Friday, December 14, 6:30-8:30pm
Who: 6th –12th grades

Alder Grove is happy to announce that this
year we'll be participating in Crayola's
marker recycling program. Look for the
sign and the collection box in the lobby
soon! You are welcome to drop off any and
all used/dried/old markers regardless of
what brand/size/shape they are. Feel free
to collect them from your friends and family,
too!
Usually markers become part of the waste
stream and end up in landfills, but with this
opportunity we can divert them from the
trash to be made into something new!
If you have any questions, or a LARGE box
of markers to drop off, please contact Ami
Wruck, 707-834-8965
or ami.wruck@aldergrovecharter.org

by Chandler Mrotzek

Looking Ahead
Attention, scientists!!
Are you interested in sharing your research with the greater scientific community?
Please attend one of our Science Fair Information Meetings at school - either on Wednesday, December 19, or Wednesday, January 9, both at 2:30!
Alder Grove's Science Fair does not take place until the second week of March, so there is still plenty of time to consider different ideas for a project. With the many different types of scientific research, the possibilities for interesting projects are limitless!
Come to ask questions, discuss ideas, and learn more about the rules and requirements for our science fair. We will be following the protocol outlined by the Humboldt County Science Fair, however,
unlike the Humboldt County Science Fair, our science fair is open to all grade levels K - 12.
Remember, a great science fair experiment isn't flashy or extraordinarily complicated- it's one that
carefully follows the scientific method! If you would like to discuss the science fair further, please
email our science fair coordinator Kathy Yeager at: kathy.yeager@aldergrovecharter.org

January 18
Winter Music Performance performed by Friday’s Music & Dance
Classes
(Plus a preview of this year’s theater
performance of The Headless
Horseman!)
10am—1pm
Alder Grove Platform Area

In order to keep our library and resource
shelves tidy, we ask the following:
 Please don’t re-shelf items yourself.
 Return any unwanted Alder Grove items
to the return bins located in the lobby.
 Please remember that children should
NOT be left unattended in the resource
rooms, a parent or staff member must
accompany students at all times.
If we all do our part, our resource rooms
and library shelves will continue to be a
great source for manipulatives, books and
other curricula for our students.
Thank you.

Sign up for the 2nd Annual
AGCS Interimpalooza!
What? Interimpalooza is a fun, low-pressure assessment-practice event. Students will
practice for the CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress),
eat pizza, and enter to win fun prizes.
Why? The Interim assessments are an effective and meaningful way to help students
practice for the CAASPP assessments they will be taking in April. Interimpalooza is a fun,
low-pressure way for students to get firsthand experience with the types of questions and
technology they will encounter on the CAASPP. Furthermore, Interim results are highly detailed, giving parents and teachers results that can inform instruction over the next few
months.
Who? When? Where? Interimpalooza happens at AGCS and is open to all students in 3rd
through 11th grade. Please see the schedule below:
Friday, Jan. 18 - High school and Middle School ONLY - 2pm to 6pm
Saturday, Jan. 26 - Elementary and Middle School - 9am to 2pm
Saturday, Feb. 9 - Elementary and Middle School - 9am to 2pm
For more info about the Interim assessments, check out this website: http://
www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/interim-assessments/

Sign up for one (or more!) days with your CT
today!
Practice! Pizza! Prizes!

Kids’ Craft Market at the Holiday Craft Party
TK-12 students are invited to make items to sell at the Holiday Craft Party on December 21st from 3pm 5pm. Students are amazing Makers and this is a great way for them also to learn and practice important
entrepreneurial skills like generating a cost of goods, profit and loss statements, advertising, merchandising,
making change, customer service, and all the other aspects of running a business!
Students are free to choose what they want to make to sell but this is not a bake sale so food items will not
be allowed.
Students can reserve a vendor booth at the event by emailing Brooke
at brooke.sayre@aldergrovecharter.org.

College and Career

CR Career and Technical Tour
Dec. 14, 10-12pm, 8th-12th grades

Meet by roundabout in front of administration building.
Join us for an awesome tour of some of the Career and Technical
opportunities at College of the Redwoods! We will get to meet
instructors, tour the labs/shops and see equipment working up
close! The schedule for classes are open for registration for the
Spring semester (starts 1/19) so this is a good time to check out
the campus and shops if you're interested.
Auto Shop—Wood/Cabinet Shop—Manufacturing Technology—
Welding—Greenhouse/Forestry—Computer Science/Digital Media/
Animation/Drafting—Early Childhood Education—Dental Assisting
This is a fun tour. If you have any questions or want to sign up,
please contact Jen Burtram: jen.burtram@aldergrovecharter.org

Students in grades 9-12 may
enroll at College of the Redwoods to earn up to
11 college credits per semester while also earning up
to 3x the high school credit! Now is the time to begin
that process for spring semester, if you're interested!
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Council @ 5
10:30

Semester 2
Class Registration packets
mailed this week.
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Nutcracker
Field Trip
@11:30
TK-6th
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KAEF
Field Trip
@10am
TK-6th
Ice Skating
Field Trip
12-2pm
All Ages
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Trip @ 10-12
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@8:30am
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Craft Party
3-5pm
TK-6th

All classes as
usual. Theater
ends at 2:30!
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NO SCHOOL Winter Break 12/24/18—1/4/19
30

31

Jan.1

NO SCHOOL
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On-site Classes resume 1/7/19

Alder Grove Charter School
714 F Street
Eureka, CA 95501

